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ABSTRACT 

 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE JOYFUL LEARNING METHOD IN 

ENHANCING STUDENTS’ LEARNING MOTIVATION IN ISLAMIC 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT SMK TELEKOMUNIKASI TELESANDI 

BEKASI 

 

MUHAMMAD MUJTABAH 

Student ID: 41189903240020 

Master of Islamic Religious Education 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Indonesia Bekasi 

Email: muhammadmujtabahh5658@gmail.com 

 

Education is essentially a process of humanizing individuals through learning 

experiences that not only develop knowledge but also nurture awareness, 

motivation, character, and the ability of learners to lead meaningful lives. In 

response to changing times and the characteristics of contemporary learners, 

education is expected to provide active, interactive, enjoyable learning experiences 

that allow students to engage fully in the learning process. In the context of Islamic 

Religious Education (IRE), learning should not merely enable students to acquire 

knowledge of Islamic teachings but should also foster love, awareness, and the 

willingness to understand, internalize, and practice these teachings in everyday life. 

Nevertheless, Islamic Religious Education continues to face challenges arising 

from the dominance of conventional approaches, which may limit interaction, 

participation, curiosity, and students’ learning motivation. At the vocational high 

school level, these challenges become increasingly complex because some students 

tend to focus more on vocational subjects that are perceived as directly related to 

their future careers. A similar phenomenon was found at SMK Telekomunikasi 

Telesandi Bekasi, where some students participated in Islamic Religious Education 

learning primarily because of academic requirements rather than intrinsic 

motivation to understand and practice Islamic teachings. This study aims to analyze 

the implementation of the Joyful Learning method in enhancing students’ learning 

motivation in Islamic Religious Education. The study employed a qualitative 

approach with a case study method through observations, in-depth interviews, and 

documentation studies. The findings indicate that Joyful Learning is capable of 

transforming the learning atmosphere into a more active, communicative, 

collaborative, and enjoyable environment while increasing students’ enthusiasm, 

confidence, participation, curiosity, and engagement. Motivation, which was 

initially dominated by external demands, gradually developed into intrinsic 

awareness and interest. Thus, Joyful Learning makes Islamic Religious Education 

more humanistic, meaningful, and relevant to students’ lives while supporting the 

development of knowledge, character, and the internalization of Islamic values. 

 

Keywords: Implementation, Joyful Learning, Learning Motivation, Islamic 

Religious Education, Vocational High School. 
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Pendidikan pada hakikatnya merupakan proses memanusiakan manusia melalui 

pengalaman belajar yang tidak hanya mengembangkan pengetahuan, tetapi juga 

menumbuhkan kesadaran, motivasi, karakter, dan kemampuan peserta didik untuk 

menjalani kehidupan secara bermakna. Sejalan dengan perubahan zaman dan 

karakter generasi peserta didik, pembelajaran dituntut menghadirkan pengalaman 

yang aktif, interaktif, menyenangkan, dan memberi ruang bagi siswa untuk terlibat 

secara utuh. Dalam konteks Pendidikan Agama Islam (PAI), pembelajaran tidak 

cukup hanya membuat siswa mengetahui ajaran Islam, tetapi juga perlu 

menumbuhkan kecintaan, kesadaran, dan kemauan untuk menghayati serta 

mengamalkannya dalam kehidupan sehari-hari. Namun, pembelajaran PAI masih 

menghadapi tantangan berupa dominasi pendekatan konvensional yang dapat 

membatasi interaksi, partisipasi, rasa ingin tahu, dan motivasi belajar siswa. Pada 

jenjang Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK), tantangan tersebut semakin kompleks 

karena sebagian siswa lebih memusatkan perhatian pada mata pelajaran vokasional 

yang dipandang berkaitan langsung dengan masa depan pekerjaan. Fenomena 

serupa ditemukan di SMK Telekomunikasi Telesandi Bekasi, di mana sebagian 

siswa mengikuti pembelajaran PAI lebih karena tuntutan akademik daripada 

dorongan intrinsik untuk memahami dan mengamalkan ajaran Islam. Penelitian ini 

bertujuan menganalisis implementasi metode joyful learning dalam meningkatkan 

motivasi belajar siswa pada pembelajaran PAI. Penelitian menggunakan 

pendekatan kualitatif dengan metode studi kasus melalui observasi, wawancara 

mendalam, dan studi dokumentasi. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa joyful 

learning mampu mengubah suasana pembelajaran menjadi lebih aktif, komunikatif, 

kolaboratif, dan menyenangkan, sekaligus meningkatkan antusiasme, keberanian, 

partisipasi, rasa ingin tahu, dan keterlibatan siswa. Motivasi yang semula 

didominasi tuntutan eksternal secara bertahap berkembang menjadi kesadaran dan 

ketertarikan intrinsik. Dengan demikian, joyful learning menjadikan pembelajaran 

PAI lebih humanis, bermakna, dan dekat dengan kehidupan siswa serta mendukung 

tumbuhnya pengetahuan, karakter, dan penghayatan nilai-nilai keislaman. 

 

Kata kunci: Implementasi, Joyful Learning, Motivasi Belajar, Pendidikan 

Agama Islam, Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan. 
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